For countless gencrations the Pcop‘e of the
American Southwest and Mexico have told this
storg of the time before there was a Sun or a

Moon or even stars in the sicg.
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A very long time ago, there were twin brothers

who were destined to be heroes. Thcirfather was
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T he twin bogs were raised }39 their grandmot[ncr,
Spidcr Woman. She was a very wise old woman,
and very imPortant to the Pcople of the Ear’c!—x.
Just as a sPiclcr knows how to weave a web,

Spider Woman also had the knowlcclge of
weaving, which she gave to the PcoPlc.

T he twins were not identical. The older twin, or
first born, was bigger than his brother, and rig}'ut~

handec}. Thc 5oungcr twin was sma”cr ancl lC]Ct—-
handed.

As the bogs grew, a horrible giant monster and his
two sons were roaming the Farth. These
creatures were arrogant and Pridmcul. T[’TC father
Proclaimed himself to be the Sun and the Moon
and his giant sons were l-iarming the Earth bg



moving mountains and lcveling mountains. | he
twins decided theg must stop the monsters’
destruction of the [~ arth. Tl‘uey set out to find

tl'le monsters and clestrog thcm.

During a battle with the father monster, the beast
tore off the older twin’s left arm. His younger
brother killed the monster, and retrieved the arm.
Hc then magica”y reattached it to the older twin’s

shoulder. Thcg then killed the beast’s giant s50ns,

so that no more harm would come the E_artlﬂ.

The boys were then summoned }39 the lords who
ruled the (/lndcrwor]d, the watery Place beneath
the surface of the E_arth where Pcoplc went when
they died and turned into fish. The souls of the
dead would then swim around the Urxclerworld for



all of E_’ccrnitg. T hese lords of the Underworlcl
had names like Death and Disease.

Bcforc the twins had been bom, the lords of the
Urxclerworld had summoned their father and unclc,
who became the Evcning and Moming Stars.
The lords had been angercd bg their noisy ball
Playing and had lured them to the (Jnderworld.

Therc the lords of the (/lndcrworld had tricked
them and killed them.

The twin bogs knew the lords of the ( Jnderworld
wanted to kill them too. Thcy descended to the
(nderworld and survived many ordeals tl'lrougln
their magical abilities. But thcy knew the lords of
the Undcrworld would never give up, so t!ﬂcg

made a Plaﬂ.



The twins realized ‘chcy would have to Prctend
thcg were dead to clestrog the lords and escape
from the Unclcrworlcl. Thcg Pretenclcd to die by
lcaping into a great bomcirc, then from the ashes
theg turned themselves into fish to fool the lords
into bclieving theg were rca”g dead.

This was all part of their Plan. They disguised
themselves as dancers and magicians, and then
went to the court of the lords of the Underworld‘
Theg knew the or\ly way thcy could destroy the
lords and escape the (/lndcrwor]d was to trick
them.

At first theg danced for the lords of the
Unclcrworlcl, the dances of many different
animals. Then they burned the houses of the

lords, and then made them reappear unburned.



Theg Pchormed many tricks to entertain the lords
of the Undcrworld, but none were as amazing as

their final trick.

The younger twin cut off his brother's head, but
his older brother did not rea”g die because his
head was still attached bg an invisible thread of
life. Tl’rc younger twin then put his brothers head
back on his boclg, and the older twir\jumpccl back
to life.

The lords of the Underworld were all amazed.
Theg thought this was a very goocl trick and

asked the bogs if they could Perform the trick on
all of them. Thc boys said yes.

Theg cut off the heads of all the ]orcls, but t[ﬁeg
didn't put their heads back on. |n this way, the
twins destrogccl all the lords of the UHdcrworld

terrorizing the Peoplc of the Earth, and escapccl
the Underworld.




Having defeated Death, the bogs returned from
the Undcrworlci Thcg were now the Hcro
T wins, and suddcnly thcy were lifted into the skg
and transformed into the Sun and the Moon.
Because the hero twins defeated Death, thcg
made it Possiblc for all PcoPlc to survive the trials
of the Underworld and ascend to the sl(g to
become the stars,just as thcg did.

The older twin became the Sun, which is often

Portraged bg the Pcople of Mexico and the
Southwcst as a deer. Thc younger twin became
the Moon, which is often Portragecl as a rabbit,

because the PeoPlc of Mexico and the
Southwest see a rabbit in the Moon. And now,
magbcyou will see the rabbit in the Moon too.




